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CYCLONE OLWYN — CARNARVON 
Statement 

HON JACQUI BOYDELL (Mining and Pastoral) [9.46 pm]: I rise quickly tonight—I realise it has been 
a long day for members—to brief the house on and discuss issues around the impacts on my electorate and 
specifically my home town of Carnarvon when cyclone Olwyn hit on Friday, 13 March. That cyclone followed 
a number of natural disasters suffered in the Carnarvon region in particular in recent years, including the 
devastation of the floods in 2010–11. Up until recently there has been a prolonged drought in the area, and there 
have been locust plagues and bushfires, so there have been big impacts from natural disasters on that community. 

I have never seen a cyclone do so much damage to the town; I was there on Sunday and it was incredible to see. 
However, the stoic resilience of the town’s residents is certainly something to be admired. Cyclone Olwyn was 
a category 3 system when it crossed the coast into Carnarvon and brought destructive winds of up to 
150 kilometres an hour, with gusts of up to 205 kilometres an hour, which is really significant and very 
frightening. The people I spoke to on Sunday had been very frightened throughout the cyclone and subsequently 
many long-term residents of the town reflected my comment that they had never previously seen anything like it 
in the region. All the banana plantations have been flattened, including my parents’ plantation. All the banana 
growers in Carnarvon have been affected and it will be some 10 to 12 months before many of those growers can 
get back on track. Banana growers have basically lost 12 months’ production, and that is really significant for the 
industry and significant for the state. The cost of that destruction to the banana industry is, at the moment, 
probably well over $1 million. Vegetable growers in the region have also been affected, but vegetable growers 
can often get up and running a lot quicker, get a crop in the ground, get some production happening and some 
income back on track. Hopefully, the natural disaster declaration today will actually assist growers. 
Hon Adele Farina interjected. 
Hon JACQUI BOYDELL: The water? There was local flooding in the area, but the river itself is not likely to 
flood, so that is good news. 
Hon Adele Farina interjected. 
Hon JACQUI BOYDELL: The water supply? Sorry, member. Yes, the water supply is back on, but that was 
a major issue. Lots of bottled water was provided to the town residents. There was major damage from trees 
falling on the main water pipe, and it was to the credit of the Water Corporation that it got the water up and 
running as quickly as it did. Another thing that was impacted was the power supply and the ability to get power 
generation going in the town, but that has now been rectified as well. However, it was a massive concern for the 
town; the main water supply to the town was completely cut off, but it has now thankfully been restored. 

With the horticultural industry, not only are our crops impacted, but also sheds are missing and netting over 
crops is completely gone—there is major infrastructure damage. Thankfully, we know from our first tour that the 
infrastructure to hold those nets in place seems to be okay—that is sure—but the netting over the top will require 
significant spend to get back in place. As I said, power was disrupted, as damage to the distribution line was 
extensive. The power station itself did not have much damage and was able to operate, but the supply chain was 
a problem. That is now rectified. The State Emergency Service workers, Horizon Power and Water Corporation, 
working alongside the Shires of Carnarvon, Ashburton, Exmouth and Denham, have been outstanding in those 
respective places. I want to put on the record that the work of all the people who assisted those impacted has 
been greatly received. They have really worked around the clock. 

I was very, very happy today to hear the announcement by the Premier that the townships affected by ex-tropical 
cyclone Olwyn have been declared a natural disaster zone, which will trigger disaster assistance under the jointly 
funded state–commonwealth natural disaster relief and recovery arrangements. On the ground, that is really 
significant. It means that local shires are now eligible for disaster assistance. They have been spending their 
resources helping people in town clean up and they are now assured of getting some funding, which is really 
important to them. That includes the Shires of Carnarvon, Ashburton, Exmouth and Shark Bay. That funding is 
designed to help those suffering from personal hardship, to provide financial assistance for local state 
government authorities to undertake restoration of public infrastructure, provide interest rate subsidies for small 
business and primary producers, and freight subsidies for private producers. That is just critical to the ongoing 
viability of industry. That news is welcomed by the residents of those shires and towns who I spoke to today. 
They have really felt the warm wishes of the state and government in providing assistance. I thank members on 
both sides who have approached me to ask how the community is going, and my family in particular, and 
I appreciate that. My sons are heading to Carnarvon tomorrow on a grandparent rescuing mission to sort out the 
banana plantation, so we will see how we go. 

I also thank Hon Mia Davies, Minister for Water, and Hon Ken Baston, Minister for Agriculture and Food, for 
their attendance in Carnarvon on Sunday. It was well received by the community and was much-needed support. 
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It gave confidence that the government was taking an interest in and was keenly aware of hourly developments 
in managing the natural disaster. It meant a lot to the people of the town and I just want to place my thanks on 
record. I have to say that the local member, Vince Catania, who is still up there this week, has done an enormous 
amount with the community in helping to coordinate responses to the issue. He is dealing with a wide range of 
issues and he really has done a great job, so I commend him as a local member. I thank members for their time 
tonight in allowing me to put this on the record. Hopefully, we will see those shires prosper and move forward 
after this natural disaster. It is not something we would want to see again. 
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